
“Goldman Sachs Global Leaders Program” 
U n i t e d   S t a t e s 
“The Institute of International Education (IIE), in partnership with educational organizations in 
selected countries, conducts an annual international competition to identify  100 of the most 
accomplished second-year students for the Goldman Sachs Global Leaders Program. The 
program recognizes their outstanding achievements and abilities in a public ceremony and 
awards each Global Leader U.S. $3,000.  Based upon interviews, 50 of these student leaders are 
selected to attend the annual Goldman Sachs Global Leadership Institute in New York City in 
July 2008. The Global Leadership Institute will offer this select group of students from around 
the world an opportunity to examine collaboratively important issues such as global leadership, 
the new world economy, and international development.  World-renowned faculty from leading 
U.S. universities, guest speakers, and senior Goldman Sachs executives will lead challenging and 
thought-provoking seminars. At the Institute, students participate in leadership training and 
seminars on timely international issues. They consult with renowned leaders in the public, civic 
and private sectors and build ties among themselves based on shared experiences and common 
goals.”  (from the Global Leaders Program Materials) In 2005, Margarita Capi ’08 a double 
major in economics and French received the award. Last year Duong “Debbie” Pham’09 an 
economics major was a recipient of this award! 
 
On behalf of the Office for Fellowships and Preprofessional Advising, I am happy to provide you 
with information about the Goldman Sachs Global Leaders Program. Vassar College is a 
participating member of this excellent initiative.  As such, we are asked to nominate between 5 
and 10 sophomores for further consideration.  Nominated students will be contacted by IIE, the 
administrator of this fellowship, and will be asked to submit a completed application that will 
include letters of recommendation, transcripts, etc.  This part of the application will be due in 
early February for those selected as nominees. 
 
In order to be selected as one of the Vassar nominees, you must secure a nomination from a 
member of either the Vassar faculty or administration.   It is your responsibility to review the 
eligibility criteria carefully to be certain that you feel qualified to compete for this award.  Please 
share the brochure and selection criteria with your potential nominator.  Nominating forms must 
be returned directly to me and will be accepted through Friday, November 30, 2007, firm.  There 
are no letters of recommendation required at this phase of the competition however, you will 
probably wish to seek a nomination from someone who is in a position to write you a letter of 
recommendation as part of the follow-up application should you be selected as a Vassar nominee.  
Up to 10 Vassar nominees will be selected and notified prior to December 7, 2007.  
 
In addition to the nominating form, please submit by the November 30, 2007  deadline a 
resume, an unofficial Vassar transcript, and a brief personal statement (no more than one 
page) highlighting your most important extra-curricular activities, your career interests 
and giving a brief summary of why you would like to be considered for this program.  All 
materials must be returned to: 
 
 Lisa Kooperman, Director 
 Office for Fellowships 
 Box 122, Vassar College 
 Or 162 North Main (across from the Study Away office) 
  Tel:  (845) 437-5263      FAX: (845) 437-7886 
 Email:   Likooperman@Vassar.edu  
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INSTITUTION NOMINATION FORM 2008 
Please Print Clearly and Complete in Full  

 
PLEASE RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO:   (Lisa Kooperman, Box 122) BY:   (11/30/07)  
                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
STUDENT INFORMATION 

Mr./Ms.   Given Name   Family Name   

Student Email                                      
The student will receive application instructions v ia email – please print email address clearly.  
 
Alternate Student Email                                 

Student Tel #  Student Cell Phone #   

Country of Citizenship   Date of Birth   

Month/Year Student Entered/Began University   (E.G. MM//YY) 

(MM/DD/YY) 

Only students in the second year of their first und ergraduate degree may be nominated.  

Month/Year of Expected Graduation  (E.G. MM/YY)  

Intended Major Field   

Current Cumulative Grade Average   on a scale of   

Class Standing, if Available (Top “X” Percent)     

 
NOMINATOR INFORMATION  

Name of Nominating College/University   

Name/Title of Nominator   

Nominator’s Telephone  Fax  

Nominator’s E-mail                                     

Nominator’s Signature   
 

Please rate the following characteristics for this student on a scale of 1-4, where 4 is low and 1 is high. Check the box 
in each category that most closely describes the student:  
 
Academic Achievement: 

••••  1 = Outstanding Scholar; 3.8/4.0 GPA; top 5% of class academically; high school valedictorian or salutatorian 

••••  2 = Excellent grades; 3.6/4.0 GPA; top 10% of class academically 

••••  3 = Good grades; 3.4/4.0 GPA; top 15% of class academically 

••••  4 = Respectable grades; 3.0/4.0 GPA; top 20% of class academically 
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Career Interests: 

••••  1 = Focused and motivated; already has a good idea of future profession and has taken courses and participated 
in extracurricular activities related to potential career interests 

••••  2 = Has been involved for short periods in academic and extracurricular pursuits related to future career interests 

••••  3 = Has pursued career-related interests sporadically 

••••  4 = Does not see need to focus on career-related interests 
 
Community Service: 
••••  1 = Broad range of community involvement, reflecting interest in local and national issues as well as world affairs 

••••  2 = General interest in what is taking place (socially, politically, economically, etc.), but activities are limited and 
not sustained over time 

••••  3 = Activity has been focused in only one area 

••••  4 = Participates in community/extracurricular activities, but does not assume a leadership role 
 
Leadership: 

••••  1 = Has demonstrated strong leadership potential by participating in a leadership role in one or more 
extracurricular or community activity; projects personality and inspires confidence in colleagues 

••••  2 = Has followed increasingly more demanding courses in a wide range of subjects in school, and has undertaken 
independent study and projects  

••••  3 = Interests and achievements are primarily academic; is more comfortable talking about facts than ideas 
••••  4 = Has broad interests, but has not shown initiative in developing independent projects 
 
Communication Skills: 

••••  1 = Can respond readily and persuasively to a broad array of questions and is able to elaborate and offer personal 
opinions; non-native speakers demonstrate broad English vocabulary and ability to use language freely in 
both oral and written communication 

••••  2 = Able to express thoughts clearly, creatively, and concisely; non-native speakers speak English well, but 
without complete fluidity 

••••  3 = Demonstrates complete understanding when questioned, but stays within the bounds of the inquiry; non-
native speakers can speak about ideas within a limited range  

••••  4 = May show lapses in some areas of understanding; non-native English speakers may be hesitant 
 
Overall Recommendation:   
I have known the applicant for       year(s) and/or          month(s). 
 
I have served as the applicant’s (check all that apply): 
••••  teacher in several classes  ••••  advisor  ••••  other  
••••  teacher in only one class  ••••  department chair 
 
For questions or further information about the nomination process in the U.S., please contact your GSGLP Campus 
Liaison or Kimberly Samson via email: ksamson@iie.org or telephone: 212-984-5417. You may also visit the program 
website at www.iie.org/programs/global_leaders and www.globalleadersprogram.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

(continued) 



ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 2008 

Each participating university will be asked to nominate a minimum of 5 and a maximum of 10 candidates
who meet the eligibility criteria outlined below.  Assigned university Liaisons will submit nomination forms
on behalf of each nominated student. Nominees need not be a citizen of the country in which they are 
applying. Eligible candidates must:

 Have distinguished themselves as leaders in their community or school;

 Have high academic standing as demonstrated by grades received in the final year of secondary
school and first year in college or university. Eligible candidates must have a minimum GPA of 3.4/4.0 or 
equivalent, or be in the top 10% of his/her class;

 Be full-time students in the second year of an undergraduate degree program at the time of the 
application deadline and initial selection at one of the participating universities listed on our website at 
www.iie.org/programs/global_leaders or www.globalleadersprogram.com; have attended a post-
secondary institution for no more than two years ;

 Be pursuing their first undergraduate degree (all fields of study accepted); and

 Demonstrate competency in spoken and written English. 

Only nominated students will be asked to submit an application for the Global Leaders Program.  An 
application consists of the following materials.  These materials are not optional – all materials must be 
submitted in order for an application to be reviewed by the selection panel. Students should contact the 
program if they are unable to submit some materials.

 A completed electronic application.  Application instructions will be sent to all nominated students via 
email.  The application must be completed and submitted online; a printed copy must also be sent to 
IIE/New York with the supporting documents (detailed below.)

 An official transcript from the first year of college or university.  Include an official explanation of marks 
from the university.

 An official transcript from the final year of secondary school.

 University entrance examination scores (SAT and/or ACT). Applicants must submit a photocopy of the 
official results.  Original SAT/ACT results are not required.

 Two letters of recommendation.  One letter must come from a university faculty member.  The other
letter may come from another university faculty member or an adult, non-family member who has 
supervised the nominee’s education, work, or other activities.  Letters must come from two different
recommenders.

 Resume.  Curriculum Vitae, highlighting student’s experiences and accomplishments.



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

What is the Goldman Sachs Global Leaders Program?
The Goldman Sachs Global Leaders Program (GSGLP) was established by the Goldman Sachs Foundation in 2001. 
The program, which is administered by the Institute of International Education (IIE) in partnership with educational 
organizations in selected countries, conducts an annual international competition at over 90-ranked universities in 19 
countries. The competition identifies and rewards the academic excellence and leadership potential of 150 of the 
most accomplished second-year students from all disciplines for the Goldman Sachs Global Leaders Program.  

What do winners of the competition receive?
The program recognized the 150 Global Leaders' outstanding achievements and abilities by awarding each U.S. 
$3,000. Based upon interviews, 75 of these student leaders are selected to represent the whole group at the annual 
Goldman Sachs Global Leadership Institute in July. At the Institute, students participate in leadership training and 
seminars on timely international issues. They consult with renowned leaders in the public, civic, and private sectors 
and build ties among themselves based on shared experiences and common goals. Global Leaders attending the 
Leadership Institute will be responsible for communicating the essence of the experience to the ones who did not 
attend from their countries.  

Is the competition open to all universities?
No, it is not. Students must be in their second year of a university undergraduate degree program at one of the 
universities invited to participate in the 2007-2008 program year.  

Who is eligible to apply to the Goldman Sachs Globa l Leaders Program?
Students must be nominated by their universities in order to apply for this award. Designated university liaisons will 
submit nomination forms on behalf of each nominated student. Only applicants who meet the eligibility criteria will be 
considered for the award. Please check with your region's competition for specific eligibility criteria.  

Following the receipt of nominations from designated campus liaisons, the Program Managers will contact eligible 
nominees in their country or region by email. The appropriate local contact will provide each eligible nominee with 
instructions and login information for completing the online application. Only nominated students will be asked to 
submit an application for the Goldman Sachs Global Leaders Program.  

I am attending a university in a country of which I  am not a citizen. May I still apply?
Yes, you may apply as long as you are a registered second-year student at a participating university in a participating 
country. 

I don't have the minimum GPA required. Can I still be nominated?
No. Potential applicants must meet all of the eligibility criteria.  

What does the term “second-year student” mean?  
Second-year student refers to the number of years you have been enrolled and attending university. Students must 
have no more than 2 years of study at a university after graduation from secondary school. It does not refer to the 
stage in a degree program (i.e. freshman, sophomore year, etc.). 

I am a student who is pursuing a double degree. I a m currently in my third (or fourth) year of study a t 
university, but I am in my second-year of one of my  degree programs. Am I eligible?
No, you are not eligible. Students must be enrolled in their second-year of university. Eligibility criteria for "second-
year students" refer to the number of years you have been enrolled and attending university rather than your stage in 
your degree program. 

I recently transferred to a participating universit y and would like to apply to the program. Not all o f my 
credits were transferable, so I am currently enroll ed as a sophomore even though I held junior standin g at 
my former university. Am I eligible?
No, you are not eligible. Eligibility criteria for "second-year students" refer to the number of years you have been 
enrolled and attending university rather than your stage in your degree program. 

I transferred to a participating university from a community college where I studied in a two-year pro gram 
and received an Associates degree. I am presently s eeking a Bachelors degree and hold a sophomore 
standing at university. Am I eligible?
No, you are not eligible. Eligibility criteria for "second-year students" refer to the number of years you have been 
enrolled and attending university rather than your stage in your degree program. 


